Lavenham Christmas Fair
Friday December 2nd 5.30 pm - 8.00 pm
Saturday 3rd 11 am - 5 pm; Sunday 4th 11 am - 4 Pm
Come and join us for a fabulous
festive weekend of Christmas
shopping with 40 fantastic stalls,
food market, entertainment, Father
Christmas in his grotto, children's
fairground rides and funfair,
strolling Disney entertainers, wine
bar, hog roast, hot food, mulled
wine....all in our lovely medieval
village.
Father Christmas will arrive at
5.30pm on Friday for the grand
ceremonial opening and the traditional switching-on of the village lights and
giant Christmas tree. Then following on from their huge success at last year's
Christmas Fair the amazing D'Ukes Ukelele Band will begin their three hour
performance. If you missed them last year don't miss out this year! They're the
fun of the fair. They will perform again on Saturday afternoon, along with other
terrific musical acts.
Our wonderful local Contemporary Upbeat choir will be singing in the Market
Place from 11 am to 12 on Saturday morning and there will be other musical
acts and entertainers on Saturday and all day on Sunday.
There will be more than 40 different stalls under marquees throughout the
weekend, selling a variety of Christmas gifts, children's toys, games and
books, knitwear, clothes, handbags, jewellery, sheepskin items, paintings and
prints, Christmas wreaths and flowers, locally produced wines, ales, meats,
pies, turkeys, cheeses, cakes and chocolates..... and more!
There are big raffle prizes to be won and fun to be had all weekend long,
whatever the weather. And parking will be easier this year!
For more information go to www.lovelavenham.co.uk

Start your festive shopping at Stoke
by Nayland Christmas Fayre in aid of
St Elizabeth Hospice
The hugely popular Stoke by Nayland Christmas Fayre is returning this year
on Thursday 19 November, raising funds for St Elizabeth Hospice.
The fayre will be open from 9.30am – 3.30pm at the Stoke by Nayland Hotel,
Golf and Spa at Leavenheath near Colchester, and will include over 50 stalls
all selling a fantastic range of festive gifts and goodies.
Brian Taylor, St Elizabeth Hospice’s partnerships fundraiser, said: “This
wonderful event has been going for over 20 years and always attracts
hundreds of festive shoppers from Suffolk and Essex. There are so many
unusual items on the stalls that you won’t find on the high street - all under one
roof – it’s an easy way to sort all your Christmas presents. All entry costs, plus
10 per cent of the stall takings go to your local hospice.
“It’s organised by a team of dedicated volunteers, who give up their time for
free and has raised more than a staggering £138,000 for the hospice in total.”
Entry is £5, payable on the door, which all goes to St Elizabeth Hospice to
provide local care to more than 2,000 patients and their families living with
progressive illnesses in East Suffolk.
St Elizabeth Hospice is a local charity which costs millions of pounds a year
to run and it relies on fundraising events, donations and the income generated
from its shops to meet the majority of these costs.
For more information please visit
www.stokebynaylandchristmasfayre.co.uk
or for fayre enquiries email hospice.fayre@gmail.com
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Howard at The Ipswich Hotel, Copdock
My dear readers: you are so lucky to have a firm of solicitors such as
mine right on your doorstep. I hear of so many horror stories of people
using some on-line legal service or an enormous combine where the
person that one deals with is not a solicitor and may not be qualified,
one never speaks to the same person twice and cannot meet with them
face to face.
Our clients will deal with me all of the time and can come and see me
and have the benefit of 31 years of experience. That is a very good deal
and at a reasonable fee. Into the bargain, I fight for the interests of our
clients. Naturally business is largely conducted electronically but we
provide a good old fashioned service for those who are not happy about
E-mails and such like. Whether you are buying and selling a house,
taking a lease of an office, writing a Will or wanting to grant a Lasting
Power of Attorney then please contact us. As you will know, my office
is on the corner of the High Street as one goes round towards the
Council Offices.
The amount that one can leave following one’s death without paying
Inheritance Tax will increase from 6 April 2017. The additional nil rate
band for a residence (fully effective for a value under £2 million) and
left to direct descendants comes into play. In the first place, the
additional allowance will be £100,000 and one can carry forward
£100,000 for a spouse or civil partner that has predeceased at any date.
I had a lovely lunch at The Ipswich Hotel formerly known as The Cameo
and on the old A12 at Copdock, now under new ownership. You will
all remember the hotel, well it is being rejuvenated with substantial
renovation in hand. Why not try the hotel for Sunday lunch, a function
or a stay. The restaurant was light and airy. There is a large banqueting
suite and vast car park so it would be excellent for weddings, classic car
events, meetings and conferences. As you know, I am not in the habit of
dining with my household staff and there is a super bar where my
chauffeur Frank could get a ploughman’s.
I am pictured with Rameth Kurdi, the Manager who has many years of
hotel experience and learnt his trade on the QE2. Telephone the hotel
(Tel. 01473 209988) to enquire and mention my column.
It is my birthday on 11 November. Frank will deliver locally a bottle of
champagne to the person who correctly guesses my age by my birthday
(a draw will take place if more than one).
Howard Gibbons

133 High Street Hadleigh Suffolk IP7 5EJ
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