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At the beginning of the sixth year for
Bildeston History Quarterly, a miscellany
of subjects from 10th century to 20th
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century is featured. Some aspect of our Issue 21
landscape are quite new, for example
additional warehousing and car-parking
at Taylor Made Joinery on Ipswich Road,
while others have been around for at least
10 centuries, such as the parish boundary
between Chelsworth and Bildeston. This
was recorded in the oldest surviving
charter for the county of Suffolk when, in
the year 962, King Edgar gave
Chelsworth to his step-mother. (This
scene is depicted on Chelsworth’s village
sign). These Anglo-Saxon boundaries can
still be traced especially the huge ditch
that is crossed by the Bildeston to
Chelsworth road.
The document does not refer to Bildeston as such but to land belonging to
Asa, a female who might have lived here but most certainly owned the land
here 1000 years ago. Coming more up-to-date, ‘The way we were 100 years
ago’ looks at the entry for Bildeston in Kelly’s Directory of Suffolk for 1916,
which lists churchmen, members of the parish council, the schoolmaster,
postmaster, police constable and captain of the fire brigade. There were four
farmers with seven farms between them as well as shopkeepers, tradesmen
and craftsmen. Photographs taken around that time show what is now called
High Street with no cars in site! Also appearing as picture-features are another
platoon in the local home guard and Bildeston Rangers football team.
The story of ‘John Stanesby and his eleven Italian aliens’ explains why his
workforce in 15th century Bildeston was so unusual and why they were called
Italians. It is most likely that the present homes on the south side of Chapel
Street were built as two terraces of dwellings to accommodate them. If you
are interested in the medieval woollen-cloth industry, you may like to read the
latest book by Nicholas Amor From Wool to Cloth: The triumph of the Suffolk
clothier. Dr Amor has used historical sources not drawn on before to look at
men and women who made cloth so there are references to the people of
Bildeston.
In ‘Hidden histories: Great Copt Hall’, although title deeds to the property go
back as far as 1864, further research has taken the ownership and occupancy
of the house and its farm back a further two hundred years. If you have a
bundle of old title deeds and would like the ‘hidden history’ of your home told,
please contact the editor. Two other premises in Bildeston have their histories
revealed in this season’s magazine. For about twenty years in the 19th century,
Nos. 9A and 9B High Street accommodated a coconut-fibre matting factory
and the success and bankruptcies of owners are followed. The other building
is featured on the front cover and explains why you can ask “When was the
Red Lion not the Bildeston Red Lion?” To which the answer is “When it is in
Wattisham!”
I would like to thank everyone who continues to support Bildeston History
Quarterly, an independent project that brings the history of our village to light.
Over the last year, contributors have included Raymond Clarke, Peter Hubbard
and Oswold Simpson. I am also very grateful to Kelvin Avis and his printing
team for turning my rough ideas for latyout into a well-presented magazine.
Your letters, pictures and memories of Bildeston and its surrounding
countryside in the recent past and articles relevant to the village’s history are
most welcome. Please contact Sue Andrews, 17 Manor Road, Bildeston,
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP7 7BG (01449 740673)
Issue 21 is on sale from the beginning of December at Bank House
Stores and Brook Farm Studio in Bildeston, Avis the Newsagent and
Idler Bookshop in Hadleigh High Street and at Hollow Trees Farm Shop
in Semer, price £3.
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Features in this issue:

The matting factory in High Street
More on the local Home Guard
Hidden histories: Copt Hall Farm
John Stansby and his eleven Italian aliens
The way we were one hundred years ago
Wattisham Red Lion Football focus
. . . and much more.
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Howard with the Owner and Manager
at The Marquis
My dear readers: thank you for your Birthday wishes. I was in fact 56 years
old at my last Birthday. There were a number of correct answers to the
competition but having made a draw I will deliver a bottle of Champagne
to Peter Cox of Hitcham. There will be a booby prize for one of your number
who thought that I was 76!
It was with an air of anticipation that Frank my chauffeur and butler walked
towards my padded leather chair in the Library at the Gibbons’ residence.
Frank had been hit on the head by a large mango that was growing in the
Orangery which appears to have affected the meter of his gait. Frank was
quite limp as he placed a silver tray before me bearing a large envelope
which was soon sliced open by a silver knife. There amongst a gold lining
was an invitation to the Opening Party of The Marquis Hotel at Layham. I
was due to be going to Kensington Palace that night but hastily re-arranged.
And so it was that accompanied by my good friend Lady Jan Radcliffe the
mascot of our motor car was silhouetted against the hotel as Frank
descended an incline to the entrance.
The former Marquis of Cornwallis has been extended and developed by its
owner Stephen O’Leary into a hotel. As one might imagine, the finish and
fabrics are beautiful. The rooms have been luxuriously finished. One could
see seven or eight chefs through a glass in the restaurant to the kitchen. I
gather that the chefs are Spanish and that the beef is supplied by the
Queen’s Butcher. Canapes which were rather too large for my liking were
delivered. Hotels could well take a leaf out of the book of the Grill Rooms
on board Queen Mary 2 to provide the finest service. I wish the new hotel
and its owner every success. Why not book for that special occasion.
There was talk that the exorbitant Stamp Duty Land Tax rates on second
properties may be watered down by the Government and that remains to
be seen. I hear so many stories of people using these enormous
conveyancing outfits and on-line services where the client is unable to speak
to anyone and various different people handle the same matter. We provide
service, service sets us apart. We know our clients. We can see clients out
of hours by arrangement if that assists. I have often mentioned to you the
merits of entering a Lasting Power of Attorney which would enable a
relative or close friend to administer one’s affairs if one was prevented from
doing so through mental incapacity. If you would like to find out more,
then please telephone.
A very Happy Christmas to you all.
Howard Gibbons
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